Invasion by the tufted duck Aythya fuligula into a pond area: implications of diffuse competition.
During the 20th century the Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) showed an expansion of its distribution to the west in Europe. We present data for a small fish pond system in northern Bavaria indicating that the Tufted Duck is not fully integrated in the already established communities. The possible mechanism producing this effect seems to be "diffuse competition" by a set of species, which forms a densely packed guild.